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‘Double Dare’ you to meet women behind the stunts

Hasn't every boy Karen Johnson, a native of
dreamed of being a movie Gladstone who will partidi-
stunt man? ON  poc in a QA after the
ot g e SCREEN Mohnion said the docu
Some growup tobe the  ~ mentary was inspired by a
daredevil subjects of “Dou i

about Hollywood stunt
women that screens at 730
p-m. Thursday at the Tivoli
theater as thismonth's Indy
Film Showcase feature.

IU's @ tenific film, provid- Her father and brothers
ing a great backstage look at were in the business. Steven
how stunts are created for dmaibed the Ep-
the screen. It's a commen- E:«hs Flying Wal-
tary on gender politicsanda ~ ROBERT W of Hollymod stunts.
wonderfully rendered por- BUHER But Epper also entered the

industry at a time ivhen
stunts were an all-boys club, with
smaller men working as doubles for
actresses,
“We knew stunt women suffered
under the good-old-boy system, but
we didn’t realize the progression of

umtofnmstunl\\t:}llnm-— lhe
one a pioneer in etndustry

other a personable up-and-comer.

“Double Dare,” which recenty
played at the Toronto Intemational
Film Festival, was directed by
Amanda Micheli. It was produced by

women stunt

background

wasa

their work. But

couldn't find anyone
kind of charisma,” Johnson said.
Fears that “Double Dare” might

BUTLER'S TOP FIVE

The best five movies now

showing, according to me:

1 “Before Sunset”™

2. “Hero"

3. “Oscar Nominated Short
Films"

4. "Mean Creek”

5. “Criminal”

—

become “The Jeannie
were allayed when the
team heard about Zoe Bell, a young
New Zealander who was Lucy Law-
less’ stunt double on the “Xena: War-
rior Princess”™ TV show:,
Zoe\mlhe\key.' John-
we'd
been having an awful
get our camera on TVand
-the-
scenes on how stunt
work. Bu Xena' people were

son said. “Here in the
uying to
sets

so that we could get

happy to let us watch. Amanda and
our sourxi guy were in New Zealand
for the of most of the show’s
last season.”

“Double Dare”™ follows Bell from
New Zealand to Los where
she is befriended by , who
helps her to break into the stunt busi-
nﬁw ing friendship

oW
on the screen wasn't there just
camera, Epper said.

“Oh, no, our friendship is real When
she's visiting, Zoe will crad into my
lap to watch TV,” she said. “She jumps
in my bed and falls asleep. She's like
one of my own kids.

Epper’s recent credits include “2 Fast
2 Furiows,” “The Ialian Job,” “Catch
Me If You Can" and “Minority Reporn.”

a career alive in this busi-
ness is but jt's mostly
mental,” Epper said. “I still tink of

as 20. Sure, there are days
my back hurts. But I've leamed
about my body and I listen to it.”



